
Table VIII.11.—Income of aged persons below the poverty line1 and 125 percent of the poverty line based on family income by age, sex, Social Security
beneficiary status, marital status, race, and Hispanic origin: Percent of aged persons 55 or older, 1998

Person poverty status

55-61 62-64 65 or older

Total Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women

All persons

    Number (in thousands) ................. 16,923 8,180 8,743 5,986 2,787 3,199 32,394 13,727 18,667
Percent—
  Below poverty line .......................... 9.5 8.2 10.7 9.9 8.1 11.4 10.5 7.2 12.8
  Below 125% of poverty line ............ 12.5 10.3 14.6 13.8 11.4 15.9 16.8 11.9 20.4

Beneficiary units 2

    Number (in thousands) ................. 1,474 696 777 3,012 1,317 1,696 28,971 12,110 16,861
Percent—
  Below poverty line .......................... 20.8 20.8 20.9 9.8 9.0 10.4 8.5 5.2 10.9
  Below 125% of poverty line ............ 31.4 30.6 32.1 15.0 13.7 16.0 15.2 10.1 18.8

Nonbeneficiaries

    Number (in thousands) ................. 15,449 7,483 7,966 2,974 1,470 1,504 3,423 1,617 1,806
Percent—
  Below poverty line .......................... 8.4 7.1 9.7 9.9 7.2 12.6 26.7 22.7 30.3
  Below 125% of poverty line ............ 10.7 8.4 12.9 12.6 9.4 15.7 30.8 26.0 35.1

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table VIII.11.—Income of aged persons below the poverty line1 and 125 percent of the poverty line based on family income by age, sex, Social Security
beneficiary status, marital status, race, and Hispanic origin: Percent of aged persons 55 or older, 1998—Continued

Person poverty status

55-61 62-64 65 or older

Total Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women

Married

    Number (in thousands) ................. 11,880 6,252 5,628 4,168 2,152 2,015 17,908 10,105 7,803
Percent—
  Below poverty line .......................... 4.9 4.8 5.0 5.1 5.0 5.2 4.9 5.0 4.7
  Below 125% of poverty line ............ 6.6 6.2 7.1 7.7 7.4 8.0 8.1 8.3 7.8

Nonmarried

    Number (in thousands) ................. 5,043 1,928 3,115 1,818 635 1,184 14,487 3,622 10,864
Percent—
  Below poverty line .......................... 20.4 19.4 21.0 20.9 18.6 22.1 17.4 13.5 18.6
  Below 125% of poverty line ............ 26.4 23.6 28.1 27.8 25.0 29.2 27.6 22.2 29.4

Widowed

    Number (in thousands) ................. 1,102 195 907 695 115 580 10,312 1,927 8,385
Percent—
  Below poverty line .......................... 20.6 18.4 21.1 21.5 23.0 21.2 15.6 10.3 16.8
  Below 125% of poverty line ............ 28.8 20.9 30.5 29.0 34.5 27.9 25.7 16.7 27.8

Never married

    Number (in thousands) ................. 905 458 447 284 138 146 1,239 489 750
Percent—
  Below poverty line .......................... 25.9 27.0 24.7 26.8 26.7 26.9 22.8 20.6 24.2
  Below 125% of poverty line ............ 31.1 29.4 32.8 30.1 28.3 31.9 34.6 33.4 35.4

Divorced

    Number (in thousands) ................. 2,431 996 1,435 678 293 385 2,155 893 1,262
Percent—
  Below poverty line .......................... 16.6 16.2 16.8 17.0 13.7 19.6 20.0 16.1 22.7
  Below 125% of poverty line ............ 22.3 21.8 22.7 24.1 17.4 29.2 30.9 28.4 32.7

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table VIII.11.—Income of aged persons below the poverty line1 and 125 percent of the poverty line based on family income by age, sex, Social Security
beneficiary status, marital status, race, and Hispanic origin: Percent of aged persons 55 or older, 1998—Continued

Person poverty status

55-61 62-64 65 or older

Total Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women

White

    Number (in thousands) ................. 14,560 7,083 7,477 5,165 2,440 2,725 28,759 12,238 16,521
Percent—
  Below poverty line .......................... 8.2 6.9 9.3 8.0 6.9 9.0 8.9 5.9 11.1
  Below 125% of poverty line ............ 10.9 8.6 13.1 11.6 9.9 13.2 14.7 10.2 18.0

Black

    Number (in thousands) ................. 1,676 730 946 609 258 351 2,723 1,079 1,644
Percent—
  Below poverty line .......................... 21.9 21.5 22.3 24.6 17.4 29.8 26.4 20.6 30.2
  Below 125% of poverty line ............ 27.0 26.2 27.6 31.8 24.4 37.2 38.8 30.3 44.4

Hispanic origin 3

    Number (in thousands) ................. 1,286 576 711 419 180 239 1,696 745 950
Percent—
  Below poverty line .......................... 16.4 12.3 19.7 18.0 15.0 20.2 21.0 15.6 25.3
  Below 125% of poverty line ............ 20.9 17.1 24.0 25.8 21.3 29.2 32.4 27.3 36.5

1  The family money income of aged persons is compared with the official poverty lines of families
in 1998.
2  Social Security beneficiaries may be receiving retired-worker benefits, dependents’ or survivors’

benefits, disability benefits, transitionally insured, or special age-72 benefits.
3  Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race.
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